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LeeAcknowledgment for publications should read "The following reagent was provided by the Network
on Antimicrobial Resistance in Staphylococcus aureus (NARSA) for distribution by BEI Resources, NIAID,
NIH: Staphylococcus aureus, Strain Becker, NR-45909."|Quantity limit per order for this item is 1. This
item can be ordered twice a year. Orders over this limit will be sent to NIAID for approval before
shipment.

Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus), strain Becker (also referred to as NRS103) was isolated in 1979 from
a human blood culture in the United States.

S. aureus, strain Becker is a methicillin-sensitive S. aureus (MSSA) strain. Strain Becker was deposited
as displaying spontaneous rifampicin resistance; negative for mecA; MLST sequence type (ST) 508;
eGenomic spa type 715, eGenomic spa repeats XKAKBMBKB; Ridom spa type t630. Strain Becker is a
prototype strain for capsular polysaccharide type 8, which is the most commonly recovered capsular
serotype in human isolates. It is believed that capsules produced by these polysaccharides enhance S.
aureus virulence by impeding phagocytosis as well as promoting abscess formation.

Each vial contains approximately 0.5 mL of bacterial culture in Tryptic Soy broth supplemented with
10% glycerol.
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